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Abstract:
 The beginning of accounting can be understood as representing an answer to the social command launched

by the economical-social life. The model,

                   Economical-social activity → Technique (Art) → Science

 Acted for a long time in accounting. The knowledge domain revolution generated its changing into:

               Science → Technique (Art) → Economical-social activity

Starting from here, the study presents the series of conclusions reached by the authors in interpreting the
dimensions of accounting as: technique, art, science. The finally of the study presents the current accounting paradigm
in its meaning, an exemplary scientific achievement.
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1. THE POSITION OF ACCOUNTING AT THE END OF THE NINETEENTH-
CENTURY ECONOMIC CULTURE. SCIENCE AND ART

Worldwide, as we draw closer to the late nineteenth century, the concern deepens on the
fitting, ordering and summarizing of the accounting principles. In this age of crystallization of
science and technology concepts in accounting, the great controversy in which most renowned
authors of this century were caught was fought on the nature of accounting.

Tonzig, RPCoffy, Vincenzo Gitti, Giovanni Massa, Louis Deplanque, Adolphe Guilbault,
Eugene Léautey, Giuseppe Cerboni, J.Fr.Schär considered accounting as a science like any other,
with its field of application, which studied certain phenomena and reached general knowledge, just
as in other sciences.

Ed Dégranges Sr., Ed Dégranges Jr., Morrison, Joseph Barre, Augier, in their definitions of
accounting, considerate it to be an art.

Rothschild sees in it a body of records and supporting documents. The new accounting
knowledge, spread later to us, and about a literature can be spoken of only from the nineteenth
century.

With the establishment of trade schools appear the first seeds of own thinking, which
received more and more precise shapes as approaching the end of the century.

Bucharest, Iasi and Brasov became the main commercial centers of education in Romanian
but also the cradle of Romanian culture and economic accounting. Theodor Stefanescu in
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Bucharest, Constantin Petrescu in Iasi, I.C. Pantu in Brasov contribute to the development of
Romanian accounting thought and their names shine in the constellation of authors in this field.

Except Theodor Stefanescu, whose design in accountancy is definitely mingled at the end of
the century, and editions of his work will not be changed in the twentieth century, and C. Petrescu
and I.C. Pantu will manifest as the most important authors of this science in the first decade of the
new century. Although their influence was felt in the nineteenth century, their thought will remain
in the twentieth century.

As the end of the century draws near, the number of accounting literature volumes in
Romanian increases. In the accounting departments of business schools activated, in the last quarter
century, 34 teachers in Romania and four teachers at the business school in Brasov.

Among them, Paul P. Eliade and C. Neamtu were not only teachers, but made history with
interesting accounting papers.

Paul P. Eliade, director at the Ploiesti Trading School prints, in 1875 the “Encyclopedia of
trading, commerce and its operations and keeping records in single and double entries with various
applications"[1].

C. Neamtu, professor of accounting, chief accountant of the National Bank and director of
the Commercial School in Craiova, prepared for the use of third grade secondary and for the
professional and vocational of level I and II a paper entitled: "Brief notions of accounting, business
forms and registers "[2].

G.P. Alesseanu, GrigoreTrancu-Iasi, M.I. Mihailescu, Thomas Voiculescu are professors
and researchers that reach full scientific maturity in our century and that are found in the head of
accounting renewing action in the first four decades. Under their names a valuable accounting work
will be printed.

In the research front line join other forces. Zamfir Petrescu, sub-director of the Agricultural
Bank, published in 1897 a "Theoretical and practical treaty of accounting and administration for
commerce, agriculture and the bank"[3], Major A. Iarca printed in 1890 "Study on administration
and accounting”[4] and Camelia Crainic, professor of accounting and mathematics makes an
"Accounting Course" in two volumes for the use of vocational schools for girls [5].

Even if the last ones’ contribution to the advancement of accounting knowledge in Romania
remains modest, they have the merit of trying to broaden the aim of science to other fields of
accounting of stock movements than trade.

In the Romanian economic culture T. Stefanescu [6] had contributions, by the formation of
30 business school graduates promotions in Bucharest, while being the organizer and first director
of the National Bank accounts in Romania, and the promoter of the accounting science in the last
three decades of the nineteenth century.

T. Stefanescu wrote and printed a "Course of Double Entry Accounting", a "Basic
Accounting Course" and a course on "Commercial Correspondence" [7].

It is a work that has kept pace with time. Only an exceptional man as Th. Stefanescu,
characterized by a prolonged robust scientific and spiritual youth, could hesitate to make further
achievements in the form and content of his treaty, and even make changes in his thinking. This
explains the large difference from one edition to another until the appearance of the fifth edition [8].

He learned accounting with L. Toussaint, but was also known in some way to be influenced
by the work of Godfroid, IG Courcelle - Seneuil and Joseph Barré [9].

He adopted a critic position towards the treaty of Guilbault with his treaty “Industrial
Accounting and Management" or towards IE Queulin with "perpetual inventory" [10]. He met the
views of Gabriel Faure, Lefevre, Joseph Garnier, Leautey, Gautier.

In his work, the theoretical side is chained tightly to the applicative side. "The scientific
form, says the author, forms the actual accounting and record keeping is its application. This
differentiation does not meet the first two editions (1874 and 1881).
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In the subsequent editions, however, Th.Ştefănescu defines accounting as "the science
which teaches the art of setting the accounts and brings them together to complete the trade of the
house or any other public house, which manages funds." [11]

The scientific part of accounting is regarded as the soul, and keeping records is considered
to be the body.

2. THE BATTLE OF OPINIONS, DETERMINING FACTOR IN THE PROGRESS
OF SCIENCE IN ACCOUNTING

“Science - says JD Bernal, is an evolving complex of knowledge, built on the sequence of
thoughts and ideas, but more than that on the experience and actions of a large number of thinkers
and workers ... It is a continuous discovery of new facts, laws and theories, often criticizing and
destroying as much as it builds. However, the entire edifice of science never ceases to grow. It is
permanent, so to speak in order to “repair” things a little bit, but at the same time, it is always in
use.”[12]

Reflecting on the continuing process of knowing maturity and refining knowledge about the
nature of science concept, prof. Dumitru Rusu, Doctor of Sciences made the following statement:
"In science the law of battle of opinions acts. Some theories are born so to die sooner or later. In
this report, any science is open. Viewpoints appear constantly, along with more and more new ways
of solving in all areas and particular sciences. [13] "

Indeed, there are few economic subjects that could have generated, with the flow of time, a
literature so rich and varied as accounting. Its entire written history, written from its first grouping
into a system of knowledge and to this day is a testament of the relentless struggle of views, in
whose purifying fire were conceived its truths, principles and theories of this science.

If we try to locate the geographic area of the accounting’s evolution in Romania, even here
we are witnessing strong upheavals caused by live confrontations between ideas, current thinking
and scientific schools. Their way of being and the affirmation of creativity roam Romanian
accounting.

The character and nature of accounting, the expansion of its sectors, new tests of making
changes in the digrafic background, theory and results of expenditure accounts, order and
accountability are certainly doctrinarian concerns that the Romanian accounting thinking, especially
in this first half century tried to clarify things.

Feebler in the first decades, the struggle of opinions is getting worse as the pure economic
theory created by Professor dr.Ioan N. Evian turns into a new school of thought.

The columns of journals and periodicals: Revista Generală de Comerţ şi Contabilitate”,
“Buletinul Contabililor”, “Observatorul Social-Economic”, “Analele Academiei de Înalte Studii
Comerciale şi Industriale” from Cluj - Brasov, “Arhiva Contabilă”, the journal“ALACI”, etc.
established true groups that facilitated along with the Circle of Commercial Studies and the
Congresses of The Court of Certified Accountants and Accounting Experts, the movement of the
new in the accounting theory and technique.

2.1. NATURE AND CHARACTER OF ACCOUNTING

Is accounting a science or not? This is the question that has been called into question within
specialist circles and generated a ferment since the fourth decade, reaching its maximum intensity in
the next decade.

The problem of defining the nature and character of accounting is not new.
The first milestones in raising the status of accounting scholars have undoubtedly been the
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emergence of the first accounting theory, the one of personification, by Ludovico Flori, which
published in Palermo in 1633, his treaty “Trattato del modo di tenere il libro doppia” [14].

But accounting was given, as other sciences, just over two centuries to be received with full
rights in the family of science with its own status. As a tribute, its most authorized representative,
R.P. Coffy [15] is given membership of the Academy of Sciences.

A. Tonzig, Fr. Villa, G. Cerboni, F. Besta, Hügli, J. Fr. Schar, Ad. Guilbault and E. Lèautey,
to mention only the most representative, based since the end of last century the scientific nature of
the accounting science and her independent nature.

For us, Th. Stefanescu, C. Petrescu and I.C. Pantu, three peaks in Romanian thinkers of the
late nineteenth century were unanimously in referring to the status of accounting science as
independent, different from its engineering or art.

How can it be explained then that the problems seemed clarified are called into question
once more and that they generate controversy that is manifested with great tenacity even after a
quarter of a century? What sides of the old concepts are covered and how are they put under the
shadows of the knowledge reflector? And what new accomplishments are we looking for? These
are issues that we sought to decipher in the struggle of opinions that I put under this paragraph.

*

With the establishment - during the two decades that border the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, of Commercial Academies in all European countries, the economic enterprise becomes
more and more an object of research for economists. "Study on the company" does become a
subject in the educational plans of these places of economic culture.

To this object’s shaping and the refining of the method of “Science Enterprise”, the German
school has undeniable merits.

J. Fr. Schar, E. Schmalenbach, H. Nicklisch, F. Scmidt, Fr. Leitner, teachers at various
commercial academies and school developers brought their contribuion to the prosperity of this new
discipline.

Aiming to investigate "all the phenomena taking place inside an enterprise, establishing
their causality and correlation, related to the target aimed at and the conditions in which the results
are obtained, formulated on the basis of the findings, the general principles that make up the an
organic system independently” [16]. It was natural that the science of enterprise was to meet here
with the one that, as said by W. Sombart referring to accounting “has long formed an isolated island
in the great ocean of empiricism” [17].

That is how, in the domain of balance sheet and accounting issues, the German researchers
lined up in two fronts of thought. A group headed by Schar, Berliner, Gomberg and Oswald make
an independent science out of accounting.

A second group having as the main representatives Schmalenbach, Alder Osbahr, Leitner,
Schmidt were less concerned about the theoretical side of accounting. Having no intention of
creating a separate science, they understood accounting more as a technical method of value
calculation with very broad application to study business [18].

These struggles are echoed in the economic thought from us. In Romania, the  “Enterprise
Science” was brilliantly represented by teachers at the Academy of High Commercial and Industrial
Studies in Bucharest, Virgil N. Madgearu, G.Mladenatz, G. Bungeteanu and Victor Slavescu. They
were able to find room for new disciplines without violating the borders of other sciences.

Except for the last two, others did not stop on accounting even if each of them held the title
of chartered accountant.
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If they were not preoccupied with the research of accounting issues, the influence of
enterprise science in addressing accounting firmly concerned George Badea [19], one of the former
students of Professor V. Slavescu.

Although he seems to be a great-personality student of Professor Spiridon Iacobescu, he
approaches the ideas professed by him especially in the classification of accounts. He considered, as
Sp. Iacobescu did too, the enterprise’s patrimony as being distinct from the patrimony of the
entrepreneur.

The emergence of the "Commercial and Public Accounting Course" was the first
professional event in our literature that considers accounting as a "method of enterprise science."

Under the influence of H. Fayol's work, "Administration industrielle et générale" George
Badea considered accounting as one of the six economic functions of an enterprise. It is regarded as
a manifestation of the accountant which records movement exerted on those assets "according to
certain rules and in certain enchainment.” [20]

It is the conclusion reached by Professor G. Badea, "rebelling" [21] against Prof. Spiridon
Iacobescu whom he considers "the most ardent supporter of the accounting-science."

From an obvious shortage of information, Professor G. Badea restricted preoccupations for
basing accounting as a science to the ones of Prof. Sp. Iacobescu, after which he raised the minuses
of legal and economic conception of representing the patrimony at the rank of limitations of
accounting-science. So were violated basic norms of rational thinking.

By the end of the decade, except for the fourth, there was found no other mentioned echo of
this work.

If, at the Academy for High Studies in Trade and Industry, the thesis saying that accounting
is a technique, method or tool of science enterprise caught roots, the situation was completely
different in the younger sister of Cluj-Brasov.

Here at the country's second Trade Academy, under the influence of the current German
economic school that considered accounting as a technique, and especially under the influence of
Professor Nicklisch, Professor John N. Evian outlines his conception [22].

Considering that he also took classes of enterprise economy he investigated, from the
"purely economic" point of view, the accounting. He kept these concerns after 1943 as the head of
the “General and Applied Accounting” Department within the Commercial Academy in Bucharest.

In a paper published in 1940 under the title "Theories of accounts” Professor Ion N. Evian
“definitely attributes to accounting the quality of art of accounts, or technique, but not science,
accounting remaining to be seen as an arithmetic supplement to the enterprises’ economy”[23]. It
seems that this meaning was not so "definitive" since, in his work "Double Accounting", published
six years later, accounting is not only given the quality of art of accounts but also the ones of
calculating costs, counting or comparative statistics and preliminary calculating, it becoming "just
something so synonymous with the art or technique of keeping accounts or of calculating” [24],
being regarded as the “tool of enterprises” [25] or “the economic enterprises’ calculation technique”
[26].

How does Prof. I. N. Evian argue the above statements?
Accounting is not designed to study economic phenomena, but only to register the elements

developed by the science of economic enterprises.
Until then (1940) it wielded problems "that it did not have the power or the call to examine."

[27]
So is explained, says the author, why a lot of concepts, such as depreciation and accounts for

rectification generally, were completely misunderstood and falsely explained by accounting, as also
due to the accounting technique’s failure to reflect the real nature of an enterprise’s expenditure the
expenditures’ definition as "asset blanks” took place”[28].
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Since the study of economical phenomena from the enterprises is taken and continues to be
taken from the "accounting’s back" by "the science of enterprise economy", the latter tends to
acquire also the theory of accounts. Therefore, accounting is devoided of it scientific part regarding
this sector of computing.

The role of accounting would be limited, in Prof. I. N. Evian’s concept, to that of
"establishing the account plan which intervenes in qualifying and recording accounting matters, as
also applying the principles of permanent and universal value, established by the science of
enterprise economy." [29]
He would eventually return to this idea in the introduction of his work "Double Accounting" where,
stopping on the relationship between accounting and keeping records, affirmed that "to keep records
of an enterprise is not synonymous with the three other accounts which include all kinds of
calculations ... it is still much-needed to modern enterprise as the keeping of records [30] " and that
"to be accountant is totally different than being a keeper of journals" him actually having to be  “the
leader of the modern enterprise. [31] “

Such a statement of position-especially coming from a servant of an economic culture as it
was the Academy for High Commercial and Industrial Studies could not be ignored by the
Rumanian specialist research and accounting world.

The causticity of the style, the direct attack against the patrimonial legal-economic school
make even the responses of the current “accounting-science” to become, sometimes, too
“vehement”.

From the whole battle of ideas, the current of the Romanian accounting thinking this domain
as a science is strengthened out, and the literature was enriched with new studies on this issue.
In fact, concerns about the nature of accounting research, attempts to establish it as an independent
scientific, occurring most often as a resonance of similar events throughout Europe, but inserting
into the process of maturation of Rumanian accounting doctrine, were met even before the year
1940.

In clarifying the doctrine on this subject, studies of Prof. M.I. Mihăilescu [32] occupy a
prominent place.

After publishing a study in 1916 called "The role of registries in education” and six years
later “The science of accounting and its relations to other sciences, Professor M.I. Mihailescu
printed in 1926 one of the most interesting studies in those time when the emphasis was placed on
the social function of accounting.

The paper "Science of patrimony order – the sociology of accounting" whose ideas are
found in "Treaty on accounting" continues over the years on the same level of concern in
"Accounting Paradoxes".

"Accounting is the social science that has, as object, order, whatever the branch of activity,
given the labor association with the capital, in order to obtain, through its investigative methods, a
best result of human action efforts, as an individual, moral or legal person, and to determine the
systems and methods of experimentation stating order and results in an accurate and fair action,
highlighting the responsibilities of factors. [33] ". This is in Professor M.I. Mihailescu’s concept a
complete definition because it specifies the proximate genus, the specific difference and the
purposes of accounting. Through it includes "the universality of the facts and not their limiting to
trade or industry, the field of application of the accounting encompassing all human activity that has
in regard labor and capital. [34]"

Accounting, as a science, has nothing to do with figures from the registers but has to teach
us how these figures should be coordinated within a framework, follow the laws, basic principles
and specific rules. [35]"
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Between this way of seeing accounting and the Italian doctrine of the time, which made out
of the "Ragionerie" a complex of administrative, economic, computing and recording method ideas
there is a big difference, as even the author liked to clarify.

Accounting is not a conglomeration of sciences but an independent science, whose object is
"order in administrative, economic actions and their exact, fair finding in order to get a good result
from the association of labor with capital. [36] ". From a certain point, there can be made a
connection between this conception and the nearby encountered in French doctrine, in the sense
that, in both, accounting is regarded as an independent science. The author wishes to point out the
difference between his view and the French doctrine in the sense that while some believe
accounting "is a branch of mathematics" and others "a political economy [37] " he considers as
belonging to the social sciences, with its individuality.

Since laws form the basis of any science “as soon as is found that accounting includes
scientific laws, which are the basic system for keeping records and operations’ recording methods
and modalities, it will be proven out until that accounting is a science [38]”. Once formed, the
accounting science "should cease to belong to this or that country or age, by becoming the power of
observation out of time and space. [39] "

The regularity that "any accounting fact has to be recorded into two accounts at the same
time, each opposing each other" is raised by Professor M.I. Mihailescu to the rank of fundamental
law of the "double entry system".

In his view, the old principle is perpetuated, that says "the account that receives is the debtor
and the account giving is the creditor." The control represented by the equality DEBIT = CREDIT
is put at the base of the double-entry accounting system and elevated to the rank of law.

Accounting is a science that can be experienced in all branches of human activity. This
makes her stand in relationship with math, legal science, economics, business terminology and
technique.

Laws, rules and principles drawn from experiencing one science in the domain of other
sciences belong to the experienced science [40] stated Prof. M.I. Mihailescu [41].

Here then, in several studies appeared in the first four decades of the century, are
investigated many of the scientific aspects of accounting, of her connection with other sciences and
an attempt, with many original elements, to fundament it as "the science of patrimonial order”.

Even though the work of Prof. MI Mihailescu in accounting could not exceed certain limits,
he saw in accounting the science that by order, education, equity, and providing the stipulation
"what provides contributing to the cleaning professional mores of the individual, family and state
[42] remains the scientific heritage of accounting as a serious study of a paper less studied
accounting”. His work opened the way to new research.

Indeed, after a quarter century after the appearance of "Science of accounting and its
relation to other sciences," Ştefan Ioan Dumitrescu [43], Professor at the Academy for High
Commercial and Industrial Studies of Bucharest published "Elements and principles of accounting
science" casting a bridge to Prof. M.I. Mihailescu’s work. He too considers that accounting is a
science which teaches us to build the system that we use in managing wealth. "It is not the
computing –says prof. Ştefan I. Dumitrescu - but the wealth management science, which some call
this patrimony order (see M.I. Mihailescu) [44].

In a paper published 26 years later, the proximity of opinion between the two teachers will
go up to giving the name of "science of patrimony order" as an expression synonymous to "
accounting science” and preferred to the one used in this paper of 1947 "Science wealth
management. [45] ". The categories with which operates Professor Ştefan I. Dumitrescu are
"accounting science" and “accounting”. He used the former referring to the accounting as "science
of wealth management." When reference is made to the calculations system allowing the coverage
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and mastering of all economic phenomena and operations of a patrimony, the author uses the term
of "accounting".

Concerned with establishing the character and nature of accounting, skillfully using the
deductive method, he concludes that all conditions to consider accounting as a science are met. It is
permanent and universal, it has laws [46] and principles distinct from other sciences which, once
determined, remained the same for all, forever and can be considered wherever they are and they
would be investigated [47]. The science of accounting carries the seed of scientific and
philosophical thought [48].

He defines accounting as "a science that teaches us how to build mental, logical and rational
reckoning system, which we use taking into account the social laws that govern relationships
between individuals and the economic laws that define and govern the acts and events the exchange
of a wealth management constituting a patrimony [49]. "

Just as Prof. I.C. Pantu from Brasov had characterized the Romanian accounting literature,
40 years before, under the influence of the French literature and particularly of E. Léautey and Ad.
Guilbault, Professor St. I. Dumitrescu consideed the accounting science as part of the group of pure
reason sciences. Within the classification of science made by Bacon, the Romanian teacher set its
place the first group, that of pure mathematics. And when he operated with the classification of
sciences made by the philosopher and sociologist Auguste Compte, the place still in the group of
the mathematical sciences [50].

Participating in scientific controversies carried out on the character and nature of
accounting, he was against the employment of the accounting science within "the branch of social
sciences" as alleged by Prof. Sp. Iacobescu and general legal and economic patrimonialist schools.
In support to this argument, he brought as argument that the accuracy of which is capable of this
science, the accuracy of which this science is capable, accuracy foreign to social sciences. "We can
not consider accounting as a branch of social sciences - said Stefan Dumitrescu-because it is part of
the exact sciences, from mathematics. It is a kind of arithmetic with applications to trade with
application to what happens within a patrimony. [51] ". Just as Prof. M.I. Mihailescu did long
before by signaling the limits of the definition given to the accounting science by Professor Sp.
Iacobescu and serving up the same argument, he would also consider that it is not accounting the
science that deals with equal record exchange, but its technique, since science does not deal with
records. Instead, it is a science in that it shows us the laws by which you can keep track of research
and exchange of documents through their analysis, by showing how to get from them, without
mixing, the results and statements wanted [52].

Expressing his belief that a science of economic enterprise can not exist [53], he expresses
his disagreement towards prof.I.N.Evian, which seeing the prism of enterprise study considered it as
an arithmetic supplement to thee latter as “something synonymous with the art or technique keeping
journals". “The works would be about the same with the statement that medicine considers that
chemical and biological sciences are a practice, technique or art of preparing medicines”. [54]

Except closest collaborators of Profesorului I. N. Evian, among which may be considered
Prof. I. Tarta, Dr. C. Purcărete, Dr. M. Birau, most authors of works in accounting saw in it an
independent science. Arguments in support of this differed depending on the school or the current
in which each belonged to.

By formulating a first response of the patrimonialist legal-economic school Prof. I. N.
Evian, published in 1940 under the title "Theories of accounts" Dr. P. Drăgănescu-Brates, published
in the columns of the General Journal of Commerce and Accounting in September 1941 the article
“Accounting - the Arithmetic Supplement of the Enterprise Economy Science?" [55].

Prof. I. N. Evian’s considerations on accounting are estimated to be the result of more
confusions. Him, dealing more with companies would not have known that the subject of an
enterprise’s accounting is formed not only by its wealth but the "patrimony". Also, the author of
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"Theories of accounts" dealt with "the entrepreneur" in relation to net assets and results, and not of
the subject of natural or legal patrimony, the only one that has the right to the objects or the
elements patrimonial along with his rights.

Participating in scientific dispute generated by the emergence of "Theories of accounts",
Professor Sp. Iacobescu published in the columns of the "Bulletin of Accountants" journal, in the
months August-October 1942 observations on the study leas by I. N. Evian and his response to the
critique the latter made to the legal-economic theory of the representation of patrimony [56].
Referring to the assertion of Prof. I. N. Evian, Prof. Sp. Iacobescu states "Knowledge, classification
and the application of accounting laws is the work of the Accounting Science, when accounting
records, and how they are presented, may meet the qualifications of technical or more of an art,
without diminishing its main quality as Accounting Science [57].

Pausing on the same subject, Prof. C.G. Demetrescu, from the legal and economic
patrimonialist school, would gather, in a study published in 1947 under the title "Accounting -
science or not?" arguments to highlight the degree to which it meets all the requirements of a
science.
"A grave error that challenges the accounting’s nature as a science and count as technique, he says
in this study, is that nothing shows that accounting would not meet with success every condition
required for a science [58] ".

Among the authors who enjoyed, in the accounting world, a full recognition of their
scientific authority, Prof. V.M. Ioachim and Prof. D. Voina, two authors who wrote in accounting
only when they had something to say, supported  accounting as a science.

Prof. Vasile M. Ioachim [59] considers accounting as "the science that deals with the rules,
then seeks systematically by using numbers, changes of a patrimony as a whole and in the elements
composing it, to have the patrimony status at any time, with the effects and causes of changes.[60] "

He shares the conception Prof. Sp. Iacobescu that "the science of accounting character is
revealed not in a specific classification of functions or the accounting theory - but a much higher
concept of ‘establishment, description and formulation of truth in a particular area of human activity
[61].

Professor Dr. Dumitru Voina [62] participated, as expected, in the scientific dispute
regarding the character and nature of the accounting involved, this great school man and economic
culture, the tireless researcher on the field of accountinscience g.

In several studies and treaties he states and demonstrates its scientific nature and character
as independent science [63]. But, he reserves to the dispute with representatives of business
economics in our country whose leader was Prof. I.N. Evian a study entitled "The position of
accounting to the study of economic holdings - Accounting is an independent discipline" (Brasov,
1946). It soon became his the reference work and, by its author's scientific integrity of the argument
gains legally scientific controversy in the Romanian accounting thinking.

Filtering the value of the non-value from the rich accounting literature, avoiding to think
through quotes, Prof. D. Voina succeeds to substantiate accounting as an independent scientific
discipline and to clarify its position to the enterprise economy science.

Accounting and the accounting technique are, in his conception, two different things.
"Accounting is a creative laboratory from which came out principles, theories and rules

relating to stock movements made by carrying out economic and social phenomena. Instead, the
accounting technique contains concerns for the practical application of useful principles that govern
the digital movement of expression values. [64] " If one takes into account that it works for
knowledge and motion value representation with objective methods, that it has principles and
theories that have to be judged by the movement of values and functions and accounts are based,
that operations of compared calculation ensure more power knowledge and preliminary calculation
gives power provision, that it is useful,  it has a special vocabulary and has created a specific
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language, represents the answer to the question whether accounting met specific characteristics of
science -stressed Prof. D. Voina – which is affirmative [65].

The term "accounting" defines the independent scientific discipline with its own status in the
family of social sciences, the economics system.

As a science, accounting has developed its own theoretical construction of a logical system
of an amount of axioms, principles, laws, regularities, concepts and theories by which the
condensation of knowledge on the group of facts and of phenomena which form its object study.

In the universe of value movements expressed in money and economical-juridical relations
causing legal settlements, regardless of the type of economic-social entity to which it is
circumscribed, accounting guides thinking both in the causal explanation and in predicting the
future course of facts and phenomena ranging the object. Like any science, accounting also has its
own object, a specific method, discovers laws and establishes regularities of it and has a vocabulary
of its own.

Based on cognitive fund established under the fundamental concepts, the principles, laws,
regularities, hypotheses and theories, accounting has developed and perfected a special technique,
adapted to each type of economic-social entity.

The transition from the plan of theoretical thinking to the plan of accounting applied to the
realities of a certain area (autonomous, businesses, public institutions, etc..) under specific
conditions of time and space, is completed in an information system (accounts, check balances,
balances, cost and price calculations, benchmarking, forecasting calculations) that together have
become accustomed - in Romanian - to be defined also by using the term of accounting.

2.2. CONCERNS FOR SIZING ACCOUNTING CALCULATIONS THE
ROMANIAN ECONOMIC THINKING

 As science that governs knowledge the movements of commensurate values and the legal-
economic relations causing settlement in money from the social-economic units, the accounting
progress did not stop even for a moment.

Switching from a certain degree of knowledge condensation, providing causal explanation
of the future course of the group of facts and phenomena that have been established for her subject,
to a superior level marked the development of accounting as a science.

In terms of method, accounting bases a system of calculations.
If the elements - and we can say even significant elements - of the accounting calculation

system, consideration could be incurred empirically, ranking it in time before outlining the new
science, the completion and improvement of the calculation system was done after that, by science
intervention. For, as J.D. Bernal said, "science is a way to understand how to do something to make
it better". [66]

Every time, the progress in science had a beneficial influence on the accounting computing
system that was called to substantiate.

Naturally, the influence did not manifest in only one direction. Perfection in the computing
technique and applied accounting - occurring most often as the imperative of social-economic life
development stimulated, in turn the development of the accounting science.

One can say that the classic trend “PRODUCTION - TECHNOLOGY – SCIENCE” acted
in the evolution of the accounting computing system, in outlining its sectors and its relations with
the accounting science close to today.

From the rapid development of the Italian republic trade was born the idea of improving the
system of simple bookkeeping, and without any doubt in the counter of a Venetian banker was
formed the scientific system of double entry [67].
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In an era when the double entry seemed to be reigning easily in big business, the simple
entry still resisted.

Until the late nineteenth century, the accounting calculating system had fully taken shape
only in the accounts and balance sheet sectors.

The seeds of new computing sectors emerged with the creation of capitalist enterprise began
to bear fruit. In particular, firms producing goods for markets made a purpose out of gain and a
reasoning to exist.

The calculation of costs and short-term results, setting budgets, while benchmarking the
progress of work and space were the new values of the calculation sheet [68]. To ensure their
computing sectors less scientific rigor, accuracy, clarity and flexibility enjoyed by the accounts,
economic thinking is concerned about the new dimension of computer accounting system.

In the forefront of these concerns we find German economic thinking. A product of these
worries in terms of scientific theory and practical applications were the setting down of rules for
accounting organization (Grundsätze für Buchführungslinien) subject to the Ordinance RKW of 11
November 1937.

Under the name "Rechnungswesen", the accounting rules include the full set of calculations
in an undertaking, namely:

(A) the accounts and balance sheet sector
(B)-costing computing
(C) the statistical calculation sector
(D) preliminary calculations (budgetary).
Stressing the principle of general calculation, Schmalenbach said: "Where there is no

organic link between them of all forms of general calculation, there double work can not be
avoided... A general inorganic calculation means lack of discipline in the enterprise"[69]. In the
view of Professor Wilhelm Kalveram, representative of the economic higher education in Reich
Committee for Economy Exploitation, the sector of accounting based on double entry had to receive
the function of harmonizing all figures and calculations employed all forms of business. It would
therefore be a spine on which all other calculations would be built on. [70]

The Romanian accounting thinking did not remain passive in the turmoil of trying to resize
the accounting computing system. Concerns for the development of the statistical function for the
system of accounts and cost improvement are met with Prof. George Alesseanu. The cost
calculation was taken care of Prof. I. Gîrbacea from the Academy of Advanced Commercial and
Industrial Studies in Cluj in the first work of industrial accounting of our specialty literature
published in 1927 under the title "Industrial Organization and Accounting." In his conception, the
calculation of cost price is considered as the "business’s compass" serving to the control of various
parts of manufacturing. "The figures of this section, as Prof. I. Gîrbacea said - give the entrepreneur
real profitability of both the company and of all phases of production. [71] "

Victor Slavescu [72] is noted in the accounting literature with an interesting study on the
balance sheet since 1928. In his “Critical Analysis of the enterprise’s balance sheet” he sees the
balance not only as a technical accounting work (on this issue he does not stay too much) but as a
source of information about the company structure, composition and organization of forces
available in connection with property matters at hand. It also shows the results obtained in a given
period, indicates but does not determine. "Determination of gain, he says, is not a function of the
balance sheet, but of the profit and loss account, which accompanies and completes the balance
sheet” [73].
In his conception, "the balance reflects a statement in figures of the situation at a time, on an
enterprise’s patrimony and funds employed for its purchase, made up according to fixed rules and
principles of accounting".[74]
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This study is an analysis model of changes in wealth, of the debt, earnings, profitability,
liquidity and risks of an enterprise based on the balance sheet. For the analytical results to be
reliable or at least close to the truth a series of balance, over several years, should be investigated,
said Victor Slavescu, and “at the same time to submit a list available items compiled in such a way,
that to allow valid judgments and assessments".[75]

"The Inventory and Balance Sheet show to a company leaders’ the running business,
indicating them caution, reserve or change in their working methods, if the results are negative, or
list them for future guidance, if results are positive". [76]

In connection to an economic plan, a financial plan and a detention review, all three
regarded as absolutely necessary calculations to be made before the establishment of an economic
unit, references are found at Prof. Sp. Iacobescu and Alex. Sorescu. [77]

Budgetary control "can be applied, states since 1936 C. Drobota [78] - in all commercial and
industrial enterprises and in general to all forms of human activity". [79]

The general budget of the company rests, in his reasoning- on five partial budgets relating to
sales, production, procurement of materials, expenses and the financial aspect. Two of the three
tracking methods are based on the budget execution accounts. Of these one is calling out orders and
accounts and the other balance sheet accounts. The third statistical method serves on statistic
processes for budgetary control.

In conclusion, until 1942 important steps were made in our development of new calculation
sectors [80], however they themselves were most often treated as something co-existing outside the
sector of accounts. If, however, also connections would have been tried in the calculation sector,
they appeared as simple as possible variants, and not organic development.

The first attempt to resize accounting computing system in the Romanian specialized
literature is due to prof. I. N. Evian. This in a statement made as part of a conference on “Normarea
contabilităţii întreprinderilor de stat şi particulare din România”, organized by the Association of
Chartered Accountants developing the theme "What is accounting ?"[81].

"The identification of accounting recording with accounting is an outdated concept, which
applies to past ages but not to the current century overall progress in all technical and scientific
fields". [82]

Accounting refers to "the whole business or technical computing or the technique of
computing" and usually consists of four kinds of calculation, namely:

(A) single or double-entry;
(B)- computing or cost calculation;
(C)- statistics or comparative counting
(D) pre-counting or the enterprise’s budget [83].
"Watching them in order of their application in time, these four types of calculation allows

to state that the budget plan is before the others and is directed exclusively toward the future, that
cost calculation goes along with the cost of production of enterprises, but is directed towards future,
while accounting and statistical count is still in the process of production, especially that accounting
is oriented toward the past, only encompassing historical figures, while the statistics counting,
although processing the material provided by the accounting process, it is still oriented towards the
future".[84]

Promoter of the current of renewing of the Romanian accounting thinking, prof. Dumitru
Voina was also concerned about sizing the accounting computing system. Though the word
accounting - this eminent teacher says- is used more in a narrow sense, expressing the principles by
which the movements of values are processed and the technique of applying these principles, "it can
and should be used as a comprehensive expression that indicates not only that relates exclusively to
the accounts and records, but also other operations connected with the whole mechanism of figures
from an exploitation".[85] To achieve its fundamental goals of science that governs the movements
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of values that are causing economic and legal relations phenomena "accounting wants to embrace
the whole mechanism of figures" and carries out its operations into four sectors.

To include "the accounts sector", "the cost computing sector", “the compared calculation
sector (statistically) and the “preliminary calculation of the (budget) sector” within the sphere of
accounting “does not mean that the concept of accounting undergoes dilution with heterogeneous
ingredients" . "These four sectors and sometimes that of the cost are not isolated but in mutual
relationship, being coordinated in a unique and organic framework"[86].

In 1947 was published in "Social-Economic Monitoring", year XIV, Series II (No.1-6-
Dec.1947), an interesting study signed by Prof. D. Rusu, entitled "Accounting for the studies
program of foreign universities”

The concerns of accounting thinkers in different countries prove to have had the same trends
to indicate the position of accounting, its subject matter and the laws governing the processing of
accounting. From here were opened the ways to adopt a framework of accounts. It would thus offer
the opportunity of unifying accounting technique, a fact from which economic life, especially social
work communities, will gain greater benefit."

As for the views of economists in accounting thinkers in the above study, prof. D.Rusu
highlights, more especially prof. Finney’s opinion at Northwestern University, editor of the Journal
of Accountancy, the department of students, Chicago.

The following tri-account concept is presented:
Asset = Liability + Equity
With the six accounting laws, as follows:

1. If an asset increases.......….... and is debited
another asset is reduced
or a liability increases
or increases the equity

.. and is credited

2. If an asset is reduced ….….... and is credited
another asset increases
or reduce a liability
or reduces equity

.. and is debited

3. If a liability increases ……….. and is credited
another liability is reduced
or increases an asset
or equity shrinks

.. and is debited

4. If a liability is reduced ….….... and is debited
another liability increases
or reduces an asset
or increases the equity

.. and is credited

5. If equity increases …………... and is credited
another asset increases
or reduces the liability

.. and is debited

6. If equity is reduced ………….. and is debited
another asset is reduced
or increases the liability

.. and is credited

The author presents for the first time in the Romanian economic literature, conceptions of
prestigious scientific personalities of accounting. The author insists on the dimensions of
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accounting as a science and states: "A scientific discipline whose principles are more specifically
outlined by the thinking scholars in different countries, is accounting. Its laws and principles have
not, indeed, brought a revolution in the economic space. Accounting made a name for itself in the
social and economic life, and has contributed and still contributes largely to the progress of
mankind, inspiring by its knowledge and method confidence in future actions.

Even since 1947, Prof. D. Rusu envisages, using the original works of authors from across
the ocean, the new dimensions of accounting.

Benchmarking, cost calculation, the presentation of comparative data using index numbers,
the problem of incidental costs, production costs, interest cost as part of the calculation of recovery
and generally the valuing calculation receives, shows Prof. D. Rusu, a significant development in
the representative work of American literature "Principles of Accounting."

"Accounting as a science is a sum of accumulated and established accounting rules, made
systematically,  regarding in general principles governing the application of these rules as laws"..."
It is clear that the study of accounting thoroughly discovers the power of analysis, creates skills in
healthy thinking and facilitates accurate trial from cause to effect, and vice versa". [87].

On the sectors of accounting calculation was also concerned prof. Dumitru D. Haşigan,[88]
from the Academy of Advanced Commercial and Industrial Studies in Cluj-Brasov. By
"accounting," he means "all calculations to be made and kept within an economic enterprise
regardless of what they refer to."

Accounting covers five sectors of expenses such as:
(1), the actual accounting and the balance sheet;
(2) own cost-calculation or reckoning;
(3) business-economic statistics;
(4)-budgeting or cost estimate;
(5), calculating the short term result.
Prof. V.M . Ioachim therefore saw that when in accounting "sectors of computing"[89] or

"ways and forms of calculation [90]” we find ourselves in the field of accounting technique and not
science.

As for the technical application, accounting in larger companies followed step by step the
progress made abroad, including in the work of accounting: budget, calculation, statistics …[91].

For the progress of humans,  science is more today than it was in the past. It can be
appreciated that in the future its role will increase.

That governs accounting regularities. Parallel efforts to achieve new stable accumulation of
knowledge concerns fall more facets to create its system of calculation. This accounting technique
has become increasingly dependent on science.

Without neglecting the development of accounting as a science that takes place under its
domestic laws, and influence is worth mentioning that the progress of productive forces, scientific-
technical revolution and the contemporary social order weather here continues to be felt on its
evolution. It is an action mediated by improvement and rationalization occurring in its calculations,
in the accounting technique.
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